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CEEOL INI N PINAY 


T he 


Awakene d 


Speaking on the lecture 
title this evening, The Awaken- 
ed Soul, the title implies the 
possibility of a soul asleep. 
And in a sense that is true, for 
we understand the soul to be 
an eternal and inseparable part 
of the Divine All-Soul known 
as God. We understand that, 
that that has no beginning has 
no ending, therefore, our true 
being, the soul, has always 
been and therefore will always 
be. It is only the mind, the 


... aS we accept God's 
right of expression in all 
things, our soul awakens 

accordingly. 


created substance, that comes 
and goes. And it is that creat- 
ed substance known as the 
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Soul 


by Richard P. Goodwin 


human mind that is the veil 
between our eternal soul and 
the view that is our divine 
right of eternity itself. 

So many people, in inves- 
tigating this understanding and 
philosophy, come to investi- 
gate it, not from a realm of in- 
vestigation, but from a realm 
of judgment. The decision has 
already been made before they 
come to investigate. You can- 
not be objective with anything 
as long as you _ entertain 
thoughts and dictates of the 
human mind concerning it. 

And so it is with the 
awakened soul — as we accept 
God’s right of expression in all 
things, our soul awakens ac- 
cordingly. To believe in a dual 
power of God and its opposite, 
called the devil, is to accept 


THE AWAKENED SOUL 


the duality of creation. But 
there is something above and 
beyond all creation, for there 
is something that sustains 
creation. And so it is well 
mentioned in the Bible, so 
long ago, that God knows our 
thought before we think it. 
But how does God know our 
thought before we think it un- 
less God, the Divine, Infinite, 
Eternal Intelligence sustains 
the thought that we think. 

We know in this philoso- 
phy, from the living personal 
demonstration, that man has 
been granted by the grace of 
Infinite Intelligence the right 
of choice. But whatever man 
chooses is man’s right, and it is 
also God’s right to sustain the 
thought, the act and the deed 
that he chooses. And so it is 
that our life and our earthly 
experiences are so filled with 
what we call needs. But when 
we view what needs truly are, 
from a realm of reason and 
objectivity, we see that they 
are merely the effects of 
neglect. Whatever man 
neglects is destined to cry for 
attention and energy. 


... needs... are merely the 
effects of neglect. Whatever 
man neglects is destined to 

cry for attention and energy. 


And so it is the business of 
life to be awakened that we 


may view clearly our own 
neglects. If we work, which is 
our right to do so, then we are 
not in the needs of the many 
things that we desire, for those 
needs are filled, for we no 
longer neglect the very process 
necessary to bring unto us that 
which is rightfully ours. And 
so the question arises within 
the mind, what is rightfully 
mine? And when that question 
rises, we forget what has al- 
ready been. Man’s right is the 
right of the Divine to the 
goodness that life has to offer. 
To the awakened soul, man 


‘experiences that goodness, for 


man no longer judges and 
dicates to God how it shall be. 

This philosophy teaches 
that Total Acceptance is God’s 
Will, or Divine Will; that Total 
Consideration is God’s Love, 
the love of the Divine. And 
each and every moment of our 
life we are using Total Con- 
sideration and Total Accep- 
tance, because we are demon- 
strating unto our self the Total 
Acceptance and Total Con- 
sideration of any level of con- 
sciousness that we are 
choosing in the moment of 


The suffering of life is the 
neglect of life. 


our own experience. The suf- 
fering of life is the neglect of 
life. We neglect so much in our 
(continued page 5) 3 


The Wanderer witnesses a pitched battle in hell! 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


A PITCHED BATTLE IN HELL 


CHAPTER XXV 


Continued from last issue— 

We now saw before us a 
vast slightly undulating plain 
upon which great masses of 
dark spirits were moving. At 
Faithful Friend’s suggestion 
we ascended a small hillock 
that we might observe their 
movements. 

“We are now,” said Faith- 
ful Friend, ‘“‘about to witness 
one of the great battles that 
take place here between the 
opposing forces of dark spirits 
whose delight was in war and 
its rapine and bloodshed, and 
who, here in the dark state 
which is the result of their 
earthly cruelty and ambition, 
carry on yet their warlike 
operations against each other 
and contend for the 
supremacy of these kingdoms 
of Hell. Behold how they are 
massing their forces for an 
attack upon those others on 
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our right, and observe the skill 
they will display in their 
maneuvres. The powerful 
minds of men who swayed 
armies on earth sway such un- 
happy beings here as are not 
strong enough to resist their 
spell, and thus they force 
these less powerful spirits to 
fight under their banners 
whether they will or not, just 
as they did with mortals on 
earth. You will see _ these 
powerful leaders engage in a 
struggle worse than deadly 
since no death can come to 
end the contest, which they 
renew over and over again, as 
it would almost seem eternally 
—or until, as is to be hoped, 
the satiety of mind of one or 
other of these powerful 
leaders will at last make him 
long for some nobler form of 
contest, some higher triumph 
of the soul than is won over 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 
life and that is the reason that 
we suffer. Why does man 
neglect? Because man has risen 
in his self-importance and is 
dictating to Divine Infinite 
Intelligence how all of his life 
shall be. He no longer flows in 
the stream of harmonious con- 
sciousness. He tries to stop 
along the shore and in that ef- 
fort he suffers because he 
denies the right, God’s right to 
all experience and all expres- 
sion. And that that we deny in 
life becomes our own destiny. 
Man says it’s difficult to 
accept the authority of God. 
But it is not difficult in truth 
for man is already accepting 
authority, the authority of the 
dictates of his own mind that 
are based upon yesterday’s ex- 
periences, denying the demon- 
strable truth of evolution. 
Without change, there is no 
evolution and, therefore, if 
man refuses to accept the pos- 
sibility of constant change, 
then he becomes an obstruc- 
tion to the Divine Eternal 
Right of God. 


. whatever man lets go of, 
God takes control of. 


Many times we _ have 
spoken in this philosophy that 
man is the greatest borrower 
in the universe, for all that 
man thinks he has is only 


loaned for a time and man 
does not know how long that 
time shall be. When we accept 
that truth, then we will no 
longer suffer the pains of need, 
for we will no longer neglect 
the demonstrable truth of 
evolution. We have entered 
this earth realm, not as some- 
thing new as a Divine Principle, 
the only newness is the 
slumber that lies between us 
and the great eternity. For 
man to entertain the belief 
that he entered earth as anew 
beginning is to accept an end- 
ing. For all of life demon- 
strates that truth so man’s 
thoughts garnered here on 
earth have beginnings and 
man’s thoughts garnered here 
on earth have endings. When 
we accept that truth, when we 
view our lives and we know 
inside of ourselves that we’re 
not thinking exactly the same 
as we did those years past, 
then we know we must learn 
to let go. For, whatever man 
lets go of, God takes control 
of. And so it is the goodness 


... it is the goodness in life 
that we know deep inside of 
us is our true home, and 
because we know that and 
our minds dictate how it 
shall be, we suffer the pain 
and the loss. 


in life that we know deep 
(continued page 7) 5 
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“To the Serenity Church — 
It indeed was a wonderful ex- 
perience for me to be a visitor 
in your church for the first 
time. The message which I 
received was very uplifting and 
helped me to make a great 
decision for which I was too 
unsure of. May God Bless each 
and every one of you at 
Serenity!!?? — M.F. 


* eK *K * 


“Everything said in the service 
gave me strength, that Iam on 


the right path. Thank you.” M. 


* Kk OK K * 


“I thought that the church 
was very, very fun!” — S.M. 


* * Kk K * 
“Thank you, spirit.” — J.M. 


* *e K *K * 


“My first visit and enjoyed it 
very much. Found it en- 
lightening.” 
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See 


isitors MS iews 3 


“T feel that the presentation of 
the science, philosophy, and 
religion of Moder Spiri- 
tualism that I have been ex- 
posed to today has been en- 
lightening and _ rewarding. 
Keep up the good work!” 


eK OK KX 


“Very realistic and entriguing”’ 
CS. 


KK OK OK OF 


“My first visit — enjoyed the 
services immensely.” 


* Ke KK OK 


‘“T’m delighted; pleased!’’—J.S. 


* * K K OK 


“Beautiful service, delighted.’ 
—T.A. 


ke KOK OX 


“The service was inspiring and 
in the readings in our cases 
quite appropo.” —I.M. 
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continued from page 5 
inside of us is our true home, 
and because we know that and 
our minds dictate how it shall 
be, we suffer the pain and the 
loss. Again and again, the 
truth is revealed to those who 
are ready, willing and able to 
accept it. But we cannot ex- 
perience in life what we are 
not willing to accept. All of 
our experiences reveal our 
own acceptances. Remember, 
my friends, you have been 
granted by Divine Grace the 
right of choice. All you need 
to do is to pause and think. 
This philosophy teaches 
the law of personal reponsi- 
bility, that you and you alone, 
as an eternal soul, are respon- 
sible to God. You are not 
responsible to man, you are 
responsible to God. And 
remember that God knows our 
thoughts before we think 
them and that responsibility is 
very clear. When you experi- 
ence things that are distasteful 
to you, remember it was your 
choice, God simply sustains 
that choice. It is His love and 
His will of Total Consideration 
and Total Acceptance, but 
you alone have made the 
choice and only you alone can 
accept something better. No- 
thing in life will ever be better 
until you first accept. It is 
through you own acceptance 
that change is made possible 


for you — the gracious, har- 
monious and joyous way. If 
we refuse to accept the right, 
the infinite right of evolution, 
known as change, then we’re 
swimming against the tide of 
life and the tide of life is 
greater than the thoughts of 
man. We are the ones, and we 
alone, who will sink, but be 
not discouraged, we shall rise 
again. 

All of us here know that 
there is something better than 
what we have already ex- 
perienced. But let us not fall 


This philosophy teaches the 
law of personal responsibility, 
that you and you alone, 
as an eternal soul, are 
responsible to God. 


into the judgment of how to 
attain it. Let us graciously 
accept all that life has to offer, 
and in that acceptance, know 
we are moving along the 
stream of consciousness to a 
heaven that waits us, not in 
some distant century, not in 
some guarantee from so-called 
death, for our mind goes with 
us and all of those thoughts 
and attitudes. For we are the 
fathers of those emotions and 
the mothers. They belong to 
us for we have created them. 
It is God’s love and considera- 
tion that sustains them. And 
so remember, my good friends, 
(continued page 9) 7 


Not all of the vital organs appear within the spiritual body. 


Wi vibe 
Or Heavenly Home 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


CHAPTER X. 


WONDERFUL SCENES IN THE SUMMERLAND 


Continued from last issue— 

It is well known that since 
mankind’s advent, many 
species and varieties of animals 
have become extinct. Now is it 
not as reasonable to believe 
that when the human race 
shall have become sufficiently 
refined and spiritualized to no 
longer need or feed upon 
animals, they will all disappear 
from the globe? And may not 
internal parts of the human 
body likewise disappear? 
Animals are to the erection 
and completion of the human 
kingdom what scaffoldings are 
to the construction of a dwel- 
ling. When the structure is 
finished the builders remove 
the various instrumentalities, 
so that other and _ higher 
artisans may proceed with the 
finer works; and after the 
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gardens are prepared, the 
decorations completed, and 
the furniture arrayed, it is 
then natural to expect and 
welcome the angel of the 
house. And if animals are 
man’s indispensable predeces- 
sors and subordinates, are they 
not fully entitled to human 
sympathy and uniform kind- 
ness? 

In the Summerland some 
of the vital organs and other 
portions which are no longer 
needed, do not appear within 
the spiritual body. There are 
no fluids requiring kidneys; no 
negative or broken-down 
blood requiring pulmonary air 
cavities; no physical digestion 
requiring such organs as 
stomach, liver and intestines; 
no propagation requiring the 
external organs of generation; 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page 7 

when you view the sawdust in 
another’s eye and you act ac- 
cordingly, you are blinded by 
the plank that is in your own. 
But when you view the saw- 


dust in another’s eye, and you 
accept God’s right of its being 
there, you are free to enter the 
gates of understanding beyond 
which lies the peaceful eternal 
shores of joy and bliss. oO 


He who sees the good in all things, 
frees his love from the bondage of desire. 


ee ek OR 


When a foolish student cannot tolerate his teacher, 
a wise teacher tolerates his student. 


* ee 


When man views form, he finds personality which is bondage 
and loses principle which is freedom. 


es ee Ke 


What we entertain in thought we experience in life. 


* *# ee OH 


Beauty is the perfect balance of the soul’s expression, 
which is known as harmony. 


—The Wise One 
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Vanocation 


Thank you, God, for the 
ceaseless efforts of our spirit 


—<—~ 


friends to help humanity on 
its journey to Thee. 


BM eading 


As the _ sunflower, 
symbol of Spiritualism, turns 
its face to its source of energy, 
to the light — the sun, so, too, 
Spiritualism turns man to the 
source of his energy, to the 
source of the light of truth 
and reason — to God. Spiri- 
tualism teaches that God is 
found within man ~— it is the 
goodness in man. Thus, it is 
the purpose of Spiritualism to 
guide man on a journey in- 
ward, to his inner being, to 
God. 

Spiritualism teaches that 
man makes his own heaven by 
finding God within him. Spiri- 
tualism teaches that God is a 
neutral, non-judgmental energy 
that merely sustains whatever 
man chooses, good or evil, and 
that the _ responsibility for 
good and evil lies in man, not 
God. It also teaches that just 
as the sun is the source of 
energy for the sunflower, God 
is the source of energy for 
man, but it is man and not 
God that directs the energy 
either to the positive or the 
negative. Without the energy 
of the sun, the sunflower 
would die. Without God’s 
10 


energy there would be no life, 
there would be no positive or 
negative for there would be 
nothing to sustain it. 

As man is guided along the 
inward journey he meets many 
obstacles, called judgments, 
which he has made. It is Spiri- 
tualism’s purpose to help man 
through these obstructions by 
helping him to understand 
himself. Because man is blind- 
ed by his own desires, his own 
judgments, he frequently can- 
not see the truth, cannot find 
the way inward. It is this 
stumbling, this lack of under- 
standing himself that  dis- 
courages man on his inward 
journey. It is here that Spiri- 
tualism uses the gifts man has 
earned, gifts of mediumship — 
clairvoyance, clairaudience, 
psychometry, telepathy, etc., 
as tools to help man on his 
inner journey. These gifts are 
used to assist man to unfold 
his true being, to find his God 
within. 

The responsibility for 
man’s inward journey is an 
individual responsibility. The 
journey inward cannot be 
made vicariously. It must be 
(continued page 38) 


Today’s View of Past Frontiers 


ASCHA W. SPRAGUE 


Excerpts from CENTENNIAL BOOK OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA 


A native Vermonter and 
pioneer Spiritualist, trance 
lecturer and healer, gracious in 
manner, of keen intellect, vi- 
brant personality and well in- 
formed, she commanded at- 
tention in all her many under- 
takings. 

Bom on a farm at Ply- 
mouth Notch, Vermont, 
November 17, 1827, she was 
looked upon as achild prodigy, 
teaching school at twelve years 
of age. Her love for books 
helped her greatly. At twenty 
she became a victim of arth- 
ritis which crippled her lower 
limbs. She prayed earnestly to 
the spirit helpers in whom she 
placed great trust, and this was 
not in vain. Healing, (but not 
total recovery) took place. 
This aroused her interest in 


this particular branch of the 
work resulting in the develop- 
ment of her own faculty of 
healing. 

Miss Sprague was an in- 
telligent and militant reformer 
interesting herself in women’s 
rights, better prisons and im- 
proved penal systems. When 
women were just beginning to 
make themselves known in 
medicine, law, educational 


fields, manufacturing and 
religion, she was already 
known as “The Preaching 


Woman.”’ She was an able 
debater, splendid speaker; her 
funeral sermons in particular 
contained beautiful gems of 
thought. Although few of her 
prose articles were published, 
her lyrics were known to con- 
tain rare poetic value. 


Attachment is the weakness of familiarity 
and the strength of license. 


— The Wise One 
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NEWS 
and 


VIEWS 


The scientific history of 
man is full of experiences of 
inventors and scientists who 
have come up with far-fetched 
ideas that are, at the time, 
discarded, ignored, or 
ridiculed, but which later have 
proven to be scientific break- 
throughs which benefit man. 
Examples of these ‘‘far- 
fetched’ ideas include Galileo’s 
idea that the sun, and not the 
earth, was at the center of the 
solar-system, and _ LEinstein’s 
theory of relativity, which did 
not exactly win popularity 
contests when it was first 
revealed to the scientific com- 
munity. 

Today, a_ revolutionary, 
and sometimes called ‘“far- 
fetched,’’ theory for space 
travel is being expressed by a 
young NASA scientist named 
Al Holt. Although theoretical 
at present, Mr. Holt’s theory 
for conquering the space-time 
barrier in space travel involves 
duplicating the magnetic and 
electric fields or energy flows 
of a distant space-time point 
with the resulting resonance 
that tunnels through time and 
space. He calls it the Field 
Resonance Propulsion Con- 
12 


by Beverly Houser* 


cept, and claims that the 
theory began with vivid 
dreams that spelled out a mes- 
sage that he should get in- 
volved with ‘‘magnetohydro- 
dynamics” — the study of 
magnetic fields and plasma. 
Although Holt’s theory 
has not exactly “blasted 
through” the resistence to 
change of the scientific com- 
munity, it prompted Henry 
Monteith, a  ‘“think-tank’”’ 
physicist who has struggled 
with his own theory of over- 
coming space and time for 40 
years, to say “if you look back 
through the history of science, 
the major breakthroughs have 
always come from the little 
fellow in someone’s_ back 
garage; from a virtual un- 
known, a man with an open 
mind, not confined by tradi- 
tion or customary science.” 
The Living Light philoso- 
phy teaches that the only limi- 
tations upon man are those he 
places there himself with his 
own thoughts, beliefs, and 
judgments. Thus, it would 
behoove man to spend as 
much energy in understand- 
ing himself as he _ spends 
upon trying to understand 
everything outside of him- 
self. “No one can define 
and pinpoint our realms. When 
you understand yourself, then 
you'll understand all life’s 
seeming mysteries, not 
before.” — The Living Light. 0 


POET'S PEN 


REMEMBER 


When you are lost in thoughts 
And cannot find the way 
Remember — pause for just a moment 
And let your soul have its say. 
— Beverly Houser 


MY WAY 


There are many times 
When you could say 
“Things are not going my way” 
But take a look 
And you will see 
They are just the way 
You thought they’d be. 
—Beverly Houser 


WONDER 


Sometimes when the stars 
Are shining in the sky 
Twinkling little lights 

Way up high 

I like to sit and ponder 

And wonder if it’s so 

That way off on a yonder star 


Someone else is wondering too. 
— Beverly Houser 
13 


Few with clear sight ever learn how to use it successfully. 


the Strange Story 
of 


by Anita Silvani 


AH RINZ MAN 


CHAPTER IV 


I MEET MEGABYZUS 


Continued from last issue— 

“The gifts of etheralized 
Soul-sight are seldom or never 
combined with the sterner 
qualities of the great student; 
therefore it is that the student 
has to depend upon the revela- 
tions given him by others. His 
data are all based upon the 
supposition that these Soul- 
seers have told him truly and 
correctly all they saw, and in 
most cases, even where all 
possible care has been taken, 
the clairvoyants will see either 
a reflection of a mixture of 
their own thoughts with the 
visions shown, or the thoughts 
of those who are their earthly 
teachers. 

“Thou hast served in a 
Temple in thy youth. Thou 
must know that though I am 
evil, yea, very evil, as are all 
those who serve the Dark 
Angel, yet in my thirst after 
knowledge I ever sought for 
truth, and only truth, and the 
14 


love of the true knowledge is 
yet strong within me, the 
desire to impart it is as great as 
ever. 

“Therefore, when I beheld 
thee, and read the intense pas- 
sion of discontent which con- 
sumed thy Soul, the wild 
longings of Ambition, the 
fierce thirst for Independence 
and for Power, I was attracted 
to thee, and I sought by all 
means to draw nearer and still 
nearer, that I might draw thee 
from the _ shelter of the 
Temple’s walls and turn thy 
footsteps till they should cross 
the path of my pupil Jelal-ud- 
din. I sought to guide thee to 
him, and though other in- 
fluences intervened to delay 
my purpose for a time, I at 
last succeeded. Hadst not Am- 
bition and thy desire for 
Earthly grandeur been a 
stronger influence than thy 
thirst for knowledge I should 
have tried through thee to give 


THE STRANGE STORY OF AHRINZIMAN 


to the world the teachings I 
could not give through Jelal- 
ud-din.”’ 

Again was his face lighted 
up by the enthusiasm 
awakened by this _ subject, 
which, even amidst the hope- 
lessness of his awful sur- 
roundings, had power to 
awaken his interest and be- 
guile his thoughts for a time 
from a sense of his degrada- 
tion. 


I could not refrain from 
contemplating the strange 
character of this man, who, 
essentially evil in all other 
desires, could yet retain so 
pure a love of truth in the 
pursuit of knowledge. And I 
asked myself whether this one 
ray from the Star of Truth 
might not some day, perhaps 
prove a rope of light to raise 
him even from this dark 
sphere. 


CHAPTER V 


MY OLD MASTER; TEACHINGS ON THE DEMATERIALIZING 
OF OBJECTS AND THE PROLONGATION OF LIFE IN EARTH BODIES 


“Thou dost speak of Jelal- 
ud-din,”’ said I, ‘‘where is now 
this man? What hath become 
of his Spirit? How has he 
passed the time which hath 
elapsed since his death? I 
would fain know of these 
things, and also by what 
agency he met his death?” 

“Come with me and I will 
show thee Jelal-ud-din,” he 
replied. ‘‘But first dismiss thy 
many followers, for we do not 
require their presence, and 
thou canst recall them to thee 
at will.” 

I bethought me of some of 
the expressions by which Jelal- 
ud-din had been wont to sum- 
mon or dismiss these low 
Astral Spirits whom he had 
learned to control, and making 


use of one of them I saw all 
the strange beings who had 
hung around us while we 
talked suddenly vanish like a 
dark cloud. Then taking me by 
the hand, the Spirit who was 
guiding me rose in the air, and 
as I followed with him I saw 
that we were travelling by a 
widely ascending spiral path to 
a large globe that I knew to be 
the Earth. In a very few 
moments we alighted upon it, 
and I found that we were in 
the deserted garden of the 
house which had belonged to 
Jelal-ud-din. 

But what a different place 
it seemed when viewed from 
the Spiritual side of life! No 
mere decay of years could 
have so appallingly stamped 
(continued page 17) 15 


Dictionary 


of 


The Living Light Philosophy 


REF RE RHO 


ecision — has the ac- 

ceptance and total con- 
sideration that whatever the 
results are, they are ever in 
keeping with the law that the 
decision itself has originally 
established. 


D ivine Will — when you 
experience will and are 
freed from judgment. 


D og — an old symbol of 
friendship. 
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lephant — with its trunk 

up, the elephant is an 
ancient symbol of spiritual 
work -— work for the light 
of reason and good for all 
creation. 


J udgment — a bound de- 

cision — a vast difference 
from a free will or choice 
decision, for judgment de- 
mands and dictates what the 
effects of its bound decision 
or judgment shall be. 
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continued from page 15 

upon it the evil nature of the 
deeds of which its walls had 
been the silent witnesses. The 
corruption of those who had 
dwelt there seemed to have 
infested the house as with the 
plague of leprosy, and draped 
the walls in the foul shimmer 
of a stagnant pool whose 
waters hid the still more loath- 
some corruption of the de- 
caying corpses of murdered 
men. The garden was a vast 
wilderness of poisonous 
weeds. Rank, unholy trees, ex- 
haling an odour more deadly 
than the baneful upas tree, 
had sprung up around the 
house. The whole air was 
tainted with an infection more 
subtle than that of a plague, 
more swift in destruction than 
the most deadly gas. In the 
great branches of these trees 
huge birds of prey sat brood- 
ing, like vultures enjoying the 
rank odour of the carrion be- 
low. Horrible creatures of 
every conceivable shape and 
kind crawled or fluttered 
amongst the poisonous weeds. 
Awful beings of the Astral 
Plane sought shelter within the 
crumbling walls of the 
accursed house, and wraith- 
like figures of the many 
mortals whom Jelal-ud-din had 
poisoned and killed by divers 
means haunted the deserted 
rooms and wandered through 


the silent passages, attracted 
by the magnetism of the man 
whose arts had killed them. 

Could I have cried aloud 
unto mankind and proclaimed 
how terrible a plague spot was 
this house, and how deadly a 
miasma breathed from its de- 
caying walls, I would have 
bade them level it to the 
ground and consume it and 
the foul garden in one great 
funeral pyre, and scatter the 
ashes to the four winds of 
Heaven, rather than leave it 
thus to become a focus of 
corruption from whence ex- 
haled a poison more des- 
tructive than any earthly 
poison could be; a center from 
which could radiate the in- 
fluences most fatal to the 
Spirit. 

But I was dead. To my 
voice all mortal ears were deaf 
for ever more. 


* * * * *K * 


As I turned from the 
house something large and 
dark rose from the ground be- 
side the fountain, and began 
to drag itself along the ground 
with slow and painful move- 
ments of its body, like those a 
snake makes as it wriggles 
along. Something, that as it 
drew near I saw to be in size 
and form like unto a man, 
clothed in dark rags like 
(continued page 19) 17 
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by Andrew Jackson Davis 


QUESTIONS ON THE MYTHS OF MODERN THEOLOGY 


Continued from last issue— 

What does the New York 
Observer teach in regard to the 
religious education of children? 

“Children should be early 
taught,’” says the Observer, 
“that the Bible is the great 
authority; and that when it 
speaks upon any point the 
question is settled forever. 
They should be taught to go 
directly to the Scriptures to 
find what is good and what 
is bad, what is true and what 
is false. Thus, with the bles- 
sing of God, they will acquire 
the habit of constantly sub- 
ordinating their own notions 
and inclinations to the plain 
declarations of Scripture. It is 
a good sign to hear a child 
often use the expression, ‘The 
Bible says so.’ ” 

The Observer’s efforts to 
manufacture  crudities, to 
multiply sectarians, are un- 
measured and _ unceasing. 
18 


Children are urged to regard 
the Bible as the great author- 
ity. If the young mind repels 
the unnatural thought, then 
they should be “early taught” 
to adopt the authority at all 
events, no matter how severe 
the trial may be. Authority, as 
already shown, is the language 
of despotism; it attempts to 
form the convictions of the 
mind. Authority has built the 
gibbet and the cross: all that 
blackens the pages of history, 
was originated by the bigotry, 
the sectarianism, and _ the 
superstition, whose only 
parent was arbitrary authority 
— opinion. And _ children 
should be “early taught that 
the Bible is the _ great 
authority.” 

What shall be done with a 
system of religion which pro- 
mulgates doctrines so despotic? 

What shall be done? The 
declarations of Science must be 
(continued page 40) 
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tattered cobwebs. The face 
was bent towards the ground, 
and the hands, like claws, were 
used to dig into the ground as 
the figure drew itself slowly 
towards me. 

Then the head was raised 
for a moment to look at us, 
and as with a savage cry of 
rage the figure raised itself 
slightly to look more closely, 
I recognized the swollen and 
distorted features of my late 
Master Jelal-ud-din. Fiercely 
he struggled to rise up to 
attack me, but his limbs were 
powerless to bear his weight, 
and with a moan of savage 
anguish he sank on the ground 
once more, and made frantic 
efforts to wriggle to my feet 
to clutch at me. 

Horrified at the sight of 
his awful condition, I address- 
ed him, and asked him why he 
displayed such animosity to- 
wards me, since I had come to 
see him in all friendliness. 

“Friendliness!” he hissed 
out savagely in hoarse, broken 
gasps, “‘what friend of mine 
wert thou to leave me at the 
very instant when success was 
about to crown the efforts of 
many years? What friendship 
hadst thou, who could desert 
me at that crisis, and consign 
me to this worse than death? 
Avaunt! or I will rend thee in 
a thousand pieces! Were I but 


able I would tear thee limb 
from limb.” 

“Nay, be not so savage 
with me,” said I, ‘“‘thou dost 
forget, surely, that to give thee 
the life thou didst crave meant 
that I should die instead of 
thee. I knew not this when I 
left thee alone, ’tis true. I did 
but follow the fair vision of 
my Guardian Angel, who led 
me from thy room, and that 
thou wert dead ere I returned 
filled me with remorse and 
sorrow, until I read the first 
part of the mystic scroll. Then 
did I see the fate thou hadst 
meant for me, and which en- 
gulfed thyself instead. Yet, Oh 
my once master, let us forget 
the past, and tell me whether 
there is aught I can do to help 
thee now?” 

Jelal-ud-din’s answer was 
a savage snarl like a wild 
beast’s as he turned and 
wriggled away from us again, 
and disappeared behind the 
broken fountain. 

The Spirit beside me, who 
was known in the Spirit World 
by the name of Mansur, 
touched me on the arm. ‘“‘Be- 
hold!”’ said he, ‘“‘Jelal-ud-din 
hath gone into his treasure 
house, there to resume his 
watch over the baubles which 
he hath collected in his earthly 
life, and which he doth not 
yet know to be valueless to 
him now. He thinks that thou 
(continued page 21) 19 


Inaccurate communications are not “the work of obsessing spirits.”” 


A Guide to Mediumship 


and psychical unfoldment 
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CHAPTER VI 


OBSESSIONS: ITS CAUSES AND CURE 


Continued from last issue— 

Not Evil Because Imperfect 

We have elsewhere pointed 
out that many difficulties have 
to be surmounted on both 
sides before clear and definite 
intercourse with spirit people 
can be enjoyed, and therefore 
allowance must be made for 
mistakes, failures, and mis- 
understandings. Imperfect or 
inaccurate communications 
are not evil, nor the work of 
obsessing spirits or devils. It is 
so easy to misunderstand 
when both parties are groping 
in the dark that the wonder is, 
not that we get so few good 
and true messages, but that we 
get so many! 

The intelligent study by 
mediums of the laws of asso- 
ciation and of the conditions 
of mediumship will lead to a 
more enlightened exercise of 
the powers of will by which 
they can hold themselves free 
from all influences except 
20 


those to which they desire to 
yield. 

It will be helpful to re- 
member that spirits do not 
oust a man from his own body 
and take possession of his 
brain and personality, to use 
or abuse it at their own will 
and pleasure, whether he is 
agreeable or not. On the con- 
trary, spirit influence is 
exerted upon a sensitive in the 
same manner as the mesmerist 
or hypnotist operates upon his 
subject; and while unthinking 
persons may heedlessly wel- 
come any kind of influence in 
their eager desire to become 
mediums, and thus run the 
risk of being acted upon by 
undesirable spirits, they have 
the power to break all such 
associations if they are deter- 
minded to gain their freedom. 

Impersonating Spirits. 

That there are spirits who 
sometimes ‘impersonate,’ and 
seek to pass themselves off as, 
(continued page 28) 
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art yet in the body of the 
flesh, for his sight, like his 
other powers, is but imperfect, 
and he fears that thou art 
come to steal some of his 
treasures.” 

Then I remembered how 
I had already come and taken 
away certain Parchment 
Scrolls, dreaming that the 
dead had no longer property 
in the goods that once be- 
longed to them, and I resolved 
to go to where I had hidden 
them and restore them to 
Jelal-ud-din since he still 
valued them so highly. My 
thought must have been read 
by Mansur, for he laughed 
derisively as he said: 

“Go to, thou too honest 
thief! Go and look at those 
hidden scrolls, for it is no 
longer possible for thee to lift 
one corner of the very least of 
them. Thou art in the Spirit 
body now, and canst not 
affect aught which is still en- 
closed in its material shell as in 
a locked treasure case.” 

“But to return to Jelal-ud- 
din. Tell me why it is that he 
crawls thus upon the Earth? 
Surely the reason is not alone 
because his life was evil?” 

My companion laughed a 
mirthless laugh, as he replied, 
“TI see that thou dost think 
that I am myself to the full as 
evil as he was, yet I grovel not 


upon the Earth. Even so. But 
it is not because of his many 
sins that he crawls thus, or else 
the Dark Spheres would be 
peopled by human reptiles. 
No. But Jelal-ud-din when he 
sought to prolong his life far 
beyond the ordinary life of 
man did not know that there- 
by he was imprisoning his 
Spirit in the mortal shell long 
after it had grown too con- 
fined to hold it. If thou dost 
take a growing child and place 
it in a box that fits tight over 
all its limbs, so that it can 
neither develop nor make use 
of its muscles for its own sup- 
port, then will the body of 
that child become deformed; 
its muscles and its limbs will 
wither away, and it will either 
die or become like one 
stricken with a palsy, whose 
impotent limbs can in no wise 
obey the desires of its mind. 
So hath it been with Jelal-ud- 
din. So is it with all who seek 
ignorantly to change nature’s 
laws. By clinging to the mere 
Earthly shell, because it seem- 
ed to him a means of life, he 
retarded the development of 
the Spirit, and so crippled it 
that many years, yea, many 
centuries, must elapse ere it re- 
gains the full vigor that should 
belong to a man endowed at 
first with such strength as was 
his. 
(continued next issue) 
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“Truth is always beautiful when seen from true positions.” 


Biscourses 


from 


The Spirit World 


Dictated by Stephen Olin through Rey. R. P. Wilson, 1853 


DISCOURSE VIII. 


THE TRUE WORSHIP OF THE FATHER 


Continued from last issue— 
One great reason why mankind 
have fallen into so many errors 
is, because they attempt things 
too far elevated above their 
plane of advancement. An en- 
larged vision or a greater near- 
ness to an object is necessary 
to correct judgment, when 
present conditions render such 
decisions impossible. The 
truth is, that no intelligence, 
whether of man or of angel, 
is capable of giving perfectly 
truthful representations of 
either persons, truths, or prin- 
ciples, above the sphere of 
their own development; and 
when decision is to be given 
with reference to any assumed 
truth or principle, every one 
must be governed by the 
nature of the _ evidence 
adduced. 

Again, no principle should 
be received as true, simply 
22 


because it is sanctioned by 
antiquity, or considered as 
sacred, unless it has its counter- 
part in external nature, or is 
inwardly engraven upon the 
immortal spirit. All things in 
Nature, the outer manifesta- 
tion of God, proclaim with 
one harmonious voice a unity 
of origin and destiny. And the 
only reason that there is such 
a diversity on earth, with 
reference to what is truth, is 
found in the different degrees 
of development to which men 
have attained. 

Connected with the varied 
states of progress to which 
mankind have arrived, is the 
fact, that one part of the race 
has erected a standard or 
measure by which to estimate 
the other part. Thus, those 
that ‘“‘measure themselves by 
themselves, and compare 
themselves among themselves, 


DISCOURSES FROM THE SPIRIT-WORLD 


are not wise.’”’ Erect no stan- 
dards of judgment for others. 
“Judge not, that ye be not 
judged.”’ Eternal progression 
alone will satisfy the immortal 
spirit, and meet the demands 
and magnify the claims of the 
All-embracing Father. 

Connecting these remarks 
with the subject of man’s re- 
lations to the Divine Governor 
of the universe, we proceed to 
consider: 

I. The nature of that 
Superlatively Glorious Being, 
whom all intelligent existences 
are required to worship. 

II. The relations existing 
between the individual intelli- 
gences of the earth and the 
universe, and the _ Infinite 
Mind, who is the Father of all. 

III. We will illustrate the 
true worship required by 
man’s nature, and demanded 
by his Author. 

IV. We will consider the 
imperfect forms and erroneous 
ideas entertained in the re- 
ligious opinions of mankind. 

We are first, then, to con- 
sider the nature of that Being 
who “‘fills all things.’”’ Before 
entering upon this branch of 
our subject, it will be neces- 
sary, to a proper conception 
of the vast theme, to present 
one or two axioms, as con- 
stituting the basis of our in- 
vestigations. 


1. The ideas of all inferior 
beings respecting the Supreme 
Author of existence, will 
correspond to the degree of 
the spirit’s development. Inas- 
much as eternal advancement 
will unfold the powers of the 
spirit forever, its ideas of the 
unfolding power must neces- 
sarily increase, in proportion 
to its ever-enlarging capacity. 

2. A true knowledge of 
God can only be obtained by 2 
harmonious development of 
man’s entire nature, together 
with true observations of the 
effects of divine and eternal 
principles in external nature, 
which effects may be traced 
a posteriori to their original 
Cause. In the light of these 
self-evident truths, and with 
filial love and divine aspira- 
tions, we may now approach 
this most sublime and eleva- 
ting theme. And it may be 
well to remind the reader that, 
after all our efforts to ascend 
the heights of this celestial 
temple, we will still linger 
near the base of those In- 
finite elevations toward which 
the most exalted seraphim 
look with increasing interest 
and unabated ardor, with no 
expectation of reaching its 
utmost altitude. Man, in his 
whole nature, is a microcosm, 
or, a representation of the 
universe without. 

(continued next issue) 
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continued from page 40 

The Observer esteems it a 
“good sign to hear a child 
often use the expression — 
The Bible says so.” How 
replete with absurdity is such 
a thought — that Children, 
without experience and unable 
to form an intelligent idea of 
any great question, should 
quote the Bible as the totality 
of truth! 

Do you mean to teach that 
men are freely to examine, 
and sit in judgment on the 
Bible? 

Certainly; when the Bible 
speaks upon any point, that 
point should be examined as 
freely as I now criticise the 
New York Observer. The Bible 
says a vast number of things 
which are wrong, and un- 
worthy of a place in a book 
which claims to be the Word 
of God. On its pages are to be 
found good precepts and evil 
ones; truth and error; wisdom 
and ignorance; and the child 
that ‘“‘early” learns to receive 
everything the Bible says, as 
absolute truth, has a painful 


and difficult lesson to unlearn 
in after years. The Bible itself 
teaches us to “‘prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is 
good.” A book is certainly in- 
cluded in the category of 
“things.’’ So the Bible testifies 
against the New York Observer, 
and not less against its own 
contents. Sectarians are al- 
ready too numerous for the 
world’s good; and there is 
scarcely a religious journal in 
existence calculated to in- 
crease the number more rapid- 
ly than the Observer; I hope, 
therefore, that some moral 
revolution will effectually re- 
form it. 

Originally, these criticisms 
appeared in the New York Re- 
former; over the author’s 
nom de plume ‘“Silonius.” 
Next, that paper contained a 
rejoinder, signed ‘Senex’? — 
given below; as a fair exposi- 
tion of feelings of hostility ex- 
perienced by those whose 
honest convictions are freely 
declared to be unsound and 
absurd. 


(continued next issue) 


It is better to be a mat at the door of understanding, 
than a weather vane on the roof of the ego. 
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— The Wise One 


DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


“— 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 
consequently, the body of the 
spirit appears, both male and 
female, in the most perfect 
bodily shape, preserving all the 
symmetry and intrinsic ex- 
cellences and ultimate likeness 
of our best-blossomed human 
form; which is sometimes 
clothed and sometimes not, in 
accordance with the customs 
of the society, or the peculiari- 
ties of the latitude in which 
they find their habitations. 
But the ultimates of all the 
organs are preserved in perfect 
form; and they perform spiri- 
tual uses corresponding to the 
natural body. 

With regard to their foods, 
and how they eat, etc., your 
attention is asked to the dif- 
ference between a _ mortal 
body and the body incorrupti- 
ble. The ultimates of the 
natural only exist in the spiri- 
tual. All incompleteness, all 
imperfection, all that is not of 
eternal use, is eliminated. 
There are hundreds_ and 
thousands of feet of threads in 
the mortal body, which are 
called nerves and also cellular 
tissues. These tissues are the 
natural protectors and the 
natural feeders of all the mem- 
branes and of all the vital 
parts; and to this end they also 
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exist universally beneath the 
skin; which is the seamless 
garment covering the entire 
living temple. 

Now, having said so much 
as a basis, I come to my 
cardinal affirmation — that, 
throughout all the ages of 
eternity, all human (or angel) 
feeding and all breathing 
among the elements of eternal 
beauty and youth, is ac- 
complished by and through 
the mediumship of what in the 
physical body we erroneously 
term the “nerves” and the 
cellular ‘‘tissues.””» Youth and 
health are eternal; because 
there is a perpetual exchange 
of these elements, causing and 
continually maintaining an 
everlasting equilibrium be- 
tween the body and the spirit. 
Sickness, old age, death, can 
never be known where exists 
this perfect and just inter- 
change, and this unalterable 
equilibrium. 

In evidence of the possi- 
bility of what I have said, your 
memory and judgment are re- 
ferred to a few terrestrial in- 
stances of cellular and nerve 
feeding. The Seeress of Prevorst 
was a remarkable example, 
who was under the protection 
of her heavenly guardians. 
(continued next issue) 
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In accepting personal 
responsibility for our health, 
we can no longer blame our 
diseases and ailments on out- 
side causes. We alone are res- 
ponsible for the discordant 
thoughts and emotions that 
we have that put us out of 
balance, succumbing to all of 
these illnesses. The question 
we all must ask is are we 
truly using our divine right of 


choice in controlling our 
thoughts, feelings and 
attitudes? 


It is so easy not to make 
the daily effort to “stand 
guardian at the portal of our 
thought”’ as we get so caught 
up in the mundane role of 
daily living. We race from one 
appointment to another, 
getting our work done, 
greeting people everywhere 
with “how are you — I’m 
fine” but failing to pause long 
enough to ask inside how we 
really feel. We do not stop to 
remember to give thanks to 
God that all is going well, and 
to affirm that it’s a beautiful 


by Sandy Haeberle* 


day. We do not stop for a few 
quiet moments of peace be- 
cause we are too busy rushing, 
putting erratic and discordant 
vibrations out into the atmos- 
phere. 

Good health is_ only 
nurtured in a harmonious en- 
vironment and so we pay the 
price. At the end of each day 
we feel tired and haggard as if 
we have dragged our unwilling 
body around with us to no 
avail. The day seems meaning- 
less, filled only with lists of 
errands and duties because our 
heart was not in it. 

The price we finally pay is 
our total loss of health for we 
have lost our peace. No health 
insurance policy in the 
world can secure our good 
health. That responsibility lies 
within each of us. Our daily 
moment by moment effort 
to place our attention on the 
goodness of life is our only 
assurance that with God’s 
help we may enjoy perfect 
health and a full, meaningful 
life. oO 
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continued from page 20 

the friends of the sitters, we 
have had proof on several oc- 
casions; but they invariably 
get ‘bowled out’ if the in- 
vestigators are observant and 
careful, and they are by no 
means aS numerous or as 
evilly disposed as some people 
imagine. That there are spirits 
who ‘play up’ to the weakness- 
es and flatter the vanity of 
those to whom they communi- 
cate; that they give glowing 
assurances of the good things 
that they will perform by-and- 
by, and profess to be some of 
the ‘great ones’ of the past, is 
equally true. ‘People dearly 
love a lord,’ and this amiable 
weakness is fully realized by 
the jokers on ‘the other side’ 
— but the fault does not 
wholly rest with them! Their 
too-confiding subjects are in 
the main responsible for their 
own mystification and mis- 
leading. They are so anxious 


to be guided by some ‘eminent’ 
person who will be to them an 
‘authority,’ that they practical- 
ly invite pretenders who ‘fool 
them to the top of their bent.’ 
This does not apply to all 
cases of real or supposed de- 
ception, but it does cover a 
large proportion of such ex- 
periences. In many instances 
there is an element of self- 
deception — or auto-suggestion 
—the wish becomes father to 
the thought,’ and the sensitive’s 
unrestrained imaginative 
powers do the rest. There are 
many persons outside of Spiri- 
tualism who believe that they 
are in direct communication 
with God, while others are 
equally as sincere and earnest 
in their belief that the agents 
of the Devil are continually 
tempting them — is it any 
wonder, then, that when un- 
balanced people investigate 
Spiritualism they should go to 
similar extremes? 

(continued next issue) 


He who loves the tree 
The same as he loves me, 


Knows that Iam I 
That thou are thee, 


That all is one, 
And one is me. 


— The Wise One 
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continued from page 4 
these miserable beings in 
battles where victory gives 
only a fresh right to torture 
and oppress the vanquished. 
The same instincts and natural 
gifts which are now perverted 
to personal ambition and the 
lust for cruelty and dominion 
as their only aim, will, when 
purified, make these spirits 
mighty helpers, where now 
they are destroyers, and the 
same powers of Will will help 
forward the progress they now 
retard. When this progress 
shall take place depends, for 
each, upon the latent nobility 
of the soul itself — the 
awakening of the dormant 
love of goodness and justice 
and truth to be found in all. 
Though like seeds in the earth 
these germs of better things 
may lie long hidden beneath 
the mass of evil that overloads 
them, there must and does 
come a time for each when the 
better soul awakens and these 
germs of good send out shoots 
that lead to repentance and 
bring forth an abounding har- 
vest of virtue and good works.”’ 
We looked over the vast 
plain and now beheld the two 
mighty hosts of spirits drawn 
up to confront one another in 
the array of battle. Here and 
there I beheld powerful spirits, 
leading each his band or 
regiment as in an earthly army. 
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In the van of the opposing 
forces were two majestic 
beings who might have been 
models for Milton’s Lucifer, so 
strong was the sense of power 
and high intellect with which 
they impressed me. In each 
there was a certain beauty and 
grandeur of form and feature 
— a regal majesty even in the 
degradation of Hell — but 
alas! the beauty was that ofa 
wild fierce tiger or lion that 
watches how he may rend his 
enemy in pieces and drag his 
prey into his den. Dark and 
forbidding were their coun- 
tenances, cruel and ferocious 
their gleaming eyes, the false 
smile showing their sharp 
teeth like those animals of 
prey. The cunning of the ser- 
pent was in their looks, and 
the pitiless hunger of the 
vulture in their smile. Each 
rode in his chariot of war 
drawn, not by horses, but by 
the spirits of degraded men, 
whom they lashed foward as 
beasts of burden and drove 
furiously on to be trampled 
down in the melee as cattle. 
Wild strains of music that 
sounded like the shrieks of the 
souls of the damned and the 
thunders of a mighty storm 
broke from the assembled 
armies, and with one fell 
swoop they rushed forward 
and bore down upon each 
other — flying and hurrying 
(continued page 32) 


Serenity 


Life is but a dream. It is 
the effect of our own aspira- 
tions and desires. We are the 
cause of all things which occur 
in our lives. We are even the 
reason we look this way, and 
the reason we are on earth. 

Our soul evolves through 
expression in form, and 
chooses it’s own lessons prior 
to incarnation. It is ever there 
to guide us, for it knows its 
true intent. 

Our thoughts, on the other 
hand, are temporal things, and 
do not understand the soul’s 


Acceptance is a_ soul 
faculty. We all do accept. Yes, 
we all accept something, but 
in truth, are we accepting the 
goodness, the fullness of God’s 
eternal wealth, health, and 
happiness? Or, are we denying 
our birthright? 

If we are in denial, we 
can make a positive change in 
consciousness by accepting 
the possibility of something 


Students 


by Hilda D. Gibson* 


expression, for it expresses 
from the heart. 

The soul evolves through 
the planets on the path of 
evolutionary incarnation. Each 
planet has its own particular 
evolutionary lessons. 

Earth, the fifth planet in 
our universe, offers the great 
lesson of faith. It takes great 
faith to accept a_ greater 
authority than our own limi- 
tations. But faith brings poise 
through humility, and then 
health, wealth, and happiness 
are guaranteed. Oo 


by Robert Toquinto* 


greater in our lives. 

The word possibility in- 
troduces in our mental com- 
puter an acceptance, a more 
positive attitude. If we can 
but take the time to affirm 
this great truth on a daily 
basis, encourage ourselves in 
whatever our denial is with 
this acceptance, then slowly 
but surely we will see how 
God works. Oo 


Editor’s Note — The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk. * 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 30 

through the air, or dragging 
themselves along the ground. 
Pushing, hustling, jostling, and 
trampling like a herd of wild 
animals — on they came, and 
as they met, their fierce cries 
and shouts and imprecations 
rent the air and made even 
Hell more hideous. They 
charged and re-charged, they 
maneuvered, marched, and 
counter-marched, these phan- 
tom spirit armies of the dead, 
even as they had done in the 
battles of earth life. They 
fought and wrestled like de- 
mons, not men, for they had 
no weapons save those of wild 
beasts — their teeth and claws. 
If a_ battle with mortal 
weapons is horrible, this was 
doubly so, where they fought 
as wolves and tigers might — 
the two powerful leaders di- 
recting the mass, urging them 
on and guiding the fight as the 
tide of battle swept back one 
side or the other. 

Over all had towered these 
two dark regal spirits, and now 
no longer content to let their 
soldiers fight, but bent each 
upon the destruction of the 
other, they rose from the 
fighting mass, and soaring high 
above them, turned their looks 
upon each other with deadliest 
hate — then flying through the 
air with their dark robes ex- 
tended behind and above them 
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like wings, they grappled and 
wrestled together in a fierce 

struggle for supremacy. It was 

as though two eagles fought in 

mid-air while a mass of car-_ 
rion crows grubbed and fought 

for worms beneath them. I 

turned from the crows to 

watch the eagles and to mark 

how, with no weapons but 

their hands and their powerful 

wills they fought as wild 

beasts do in a forest. 

They uttered no sound, no 
cry, but gripped each other 
with a death-grip that neither 
would relax, and swayed to 
and fro in the air before us. 
Now one upward, now the 
other, their fierce eyes stab- 
bing each other with fiery 
darts — their hot breath 
scorching each other’s faces — 
their fingers clutching at each 
other’s throats, and both seek- 
ing for a chance to fasten on 
their enemy with their teeth. 
Backwards and forwards, up 
and down they swayed and 
writhed in what seemed to me 
a death struggle for both. At 
last one seemed to fail. He 
sank below the other, who was 
bearing him to the ground to 
dash him, as I saw, over a deep 
precipice into a chasm in the 
rocks that skirted the field of 
battle — a deep and dark and 
awful pit into which he meant 
to hurl the vanquished one, 
and keep him prisoner. Fierce 
(continued page 34) 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 32 

and long was the struggle, for 
the one below would not give 
in and clung to the other to 
drag him down with him if 
possible. But in vain. His 
powers were failing fast and as 
they reached the black chasm 
and hung poised over it, I saw 
the uppermost one wrench 
himself free by a mighty ef- 
fort and fling the other from 
him, down into those awful 
depths. 

With a shudder I turned 
away and saw that the battle 
had been raging as fiercely on 
the plain. Those spectral hosts 
had fought and the army of 
the victorious general had 
beaten back the forces of his 
vanquished foe till they were 
broken and dispersed in all 
directions, leaving their dis- 
abled comrades on the field 
lying as wounded men do in 
an earthly battle, while the 
victors were dragging away 
with them their captives, to 
what fate I could only too 
well guess. 

Sickened and disgusted 
with their brutishness I would 
fain have left this place, but 
Faithful Friend, touching my 
shoulder, said: ‘‘“Now has come 
the time for our work, my 
friend. Let us descend yonder 
and see if there are none 
whom we can help. Amongst 
the fallen and vanquished we 
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may find those who are as sick 
of war and its horrors as you, 
and who will be but too glad 
of our help.” So we went 
down to the plain. 
It was as might have been 

a battle-field when night has 
fallen upon it and there are 
but the wounded and the slain 
left behind. All the other 
spirits had gone like a flock of 
evil birds to seek fresh carrion. 
I stood among a writhing, 
moaning mass of beings and 
knew not where to begin my 
help — there were so many. It 
was worse — a thousand times 
worse — than any mortal 
battle-field. I have seen the 
dead and dying lying in the 
streets of my native town 
thick as fallen leaves, and my 
heart has ached and bled for 
them and burned with shame 
and anger that such things 
could be; but even there was 
at least the peace and sleep of 
death to soften the anguish, 
and there was the hope of 
helping those who yet lived. 
But here — in this awful Hell 
— there seemed no hope and 
no death that could relieve 
these suffering ones, no morn- 
ing that should dawn upon the 
night of their miseries. If they 
revived would it not be to live 
again this awful life, to find 
themselves surrounded ever by 
this awful night, and these 
fierce wild beasts of men? 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


What ever happens to us is 
caused by us. People should 
think possitive and not negtive 
because if you think possitive, 
possitive things will happen to 
you. And if you thing negtive 
bad things will happen to you. 
In the world of spirit there is 
payment before attainment. 
There is no credit in the spirit 
world. The attainment is 
greater than the payment. 
Jaye Chillas, Age 15 


When we are in self we don’t 

think of other people because 

self-will only thinks of itself. 
Michael Field, Age 9 


To think of other people and 
just not your self it will mak 
your life bettr. To give to 
other people. When you do 
something it is your fault. 
Ayanna Wright, Age 8 


ah 


We should think of other 
people, not just of your self, 
and not to blame _ other 
peorple for our mistakes. 
Patrice Karlsen, Age 1112 


Pride is sometimes good to 
have. It can bring you con- 
fidence. But it can backfire 
on you if you have the wrong 
thoughts. Like if you thought 
you were the best and the 
others were bad and being 
very conceided you can loose 
the object. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 12 


All of the thoughts that we 
send out will come back to us, 
so if you send out a thought 
like: oh I hate that person 
that thought will come back. 
Stacey McKenzie, Age 942 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its 
students, this column contains the unedited articles submitted by 
the children attending our children’s philosophy classes. — Editor 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 34 

I stooped down and tried 
to raise the head of one poor 
wretch who lay moaning at 
my feet — crushed till his 
spirit-body seemed but a shape- 
less mass — and as I did so the 
mysterious Voice spoke in my 
ears and said: 

“Even in Hell there is 
Hope or why else are you 
come? The darkest hour is 
ever before the dawn, and for 
these — the vanquished and 
the fallen — has come the hour 
of their change. The very 
cause that has made them to 
be thus borne down and tram- 
pled under is that which shall 
now raise them. The desire for 
higher and better things, the 
shrinking from the evil around 
them has rendered them weak 
in the wickedness which is the 
strength of Hell and its in- 
habitants, and has made them 
waver and hesitate to thrust at 
and harm another with the 
ruthless force of these other 
wild and worthless beings, and 
thus they have been bome 
down and vanquished, but 
their fall from power here will 
open to them the doors of a 
higher state and thus shall 
there dawn for them the grey 
glimmer of a Higher Hope. 
Mourn not for them but seek 
to ease their sufferings that 
they may sink into a sleep of 
Death to this sphere and 
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waken to a new life in the 
sphere next above.” 

“And what,” I asked, “‘of 
that powerful spirit whom I 
saw thrown into the dark 
chasm?” 

“He too will be helped 
in time, but his soul is not yet 
ripe for help, and it is of no 
use to try till then.” 

The Voice ceased and 
Faithful Friend, who was be- 
side me, made signs to show 
me how to soothe these weary 
ones to sleep, and pointed out 
to me numerous stars of light 
which had gathered on that 
field of pain, and said they 
were carried by those of our 
Brotherhood who were, like 
ourselves, drawn here on their 
mission of Love and Mercy. 

Ere long the _ writhing, 
moaning forms had sunk into 
unconsciousness and a short 
time after I saw a sight that 
was strange and wonderful in- 
deed. Over each silent form 
there rose a faint misty floating 
vapor, such as I had seen once 
before in the case of aspirit we 
had rescued, as I have already 
told. Gradually these vapors 
took shape and solidity and 
assumed the form of the re- 
leased spirit or soul, then each 
was borne away by bands of 
bright ethereal spirits — who 
had gathered above our heads 
— till the last was gone and 
our work and theirs was done. 
(continued next issue) 
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Whilst I found, by repeated 
conversations with my new 
associates, that every one of 
them emphatically denied the 
continued existence of the 
soul after death, they still be- 
lieved that the soul’s essence 
became progressed by entering 
into organic forms, and thus 
that our essences, though not 
our individualities, were taken 
up by higher organisms than 
man’s, and ultimately formed 
portions of that exalted race 
of beings who ruled the fate of 
nations, and from time to time 
communicated with the soul 
of man as planetary spirits. 
They taught that the elemen- 
tary spirits, like the soul 
essence in man, were dissipated 
by the action of death, but, 
like that soul essence, became 
progressed by existence in 
forms, and were taken up by 
higher organisms, and _ ulti- 


mately helped to make up the 
spirit of man. 

Strange and even fantastic 
as the belief sketched above 
may appear to the skeptic, 
materialist, or Spiritualist, per- 
mit me to assure all these dif- 
ferential classes of thinkers 
that these views have a far 
wider acceptance than the 
bare facts of history or bio- 
graphy would lead mankind to 
believe. 

I have conversed with lead- 
ing minds of the German 
schools in many phases of 
thought, and have found them 
unable to combat the facts I 
had to show, and compelled 
them to acknowledge the 
plausibility of my theory as an 
explanation of many of what 
would otherwise remain insol- 
uble problems in nature. The 
society to which I was intro- 
duced by Professor von Marx 
was not the only one which 
(continued page 39) 37 


FABLES: tor young and old 


THE ANT & THE GRASSHOPPER 


In the early winter, a 
whole colony of Ants were 
out working hard, turning over 
in the sun the food they had 
gathered all summer, so that it 
wouldn’t spoil. 

While they were busy at 
this, along came a bedraggled 
Grasshopper who had man- 
aged somehow to live after the 
summer. He was cold and thin 
and very hungry. So he went 
up to one of the Ants and said 
in a whiny voice, ‘“‘How about 
giving me a little bit of all that 
food you have there, Ant?” 

“TI am sorry, Grasshopper, 
but we worked all summer to 
gather this food and we need 
every bit of it to feed us 


READING 

continued from page 10 

taken alone; however, help 
and assistance are always avail- 
able when sought. The decision 
to go within to find God, to 


through the winter. What did 
you do all summer?”’ 

“Oh, I sang and drank and 
danced all the time. I couldn’t 
bother to work. Why, what 
does that have to do with it? 
I’m hungry now, not last 
summer.”’ 

“That is just the point,” 
said the Ant. “If we sang and 
danced and drank all summer 
we would starve in the winter 
and it looks as though that is 
what you are going to do. 
Goodbye,” and he went on 
with his work. 


The Point: Save while you 
are young or you'll have 
nothing when you are old. 


find truth, to find one’s true 
being must eventually be faced 
and made by everyone. 


Menediction 


May the light of wisdom 
and truth guide us on our 
38 


spiritual path. 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 37 
cherished these views. In 
Arabia, India, Asia Minor, 
Hungary, Bohemia, Italy, 
France, Sweden and Great 
Britain, secret societies exist 
where these beliefs are ac- 
cepted, and some of the ex- 
periences I am about to relate 
occurred in the great Babylon 
of materialism, London, dur- 
ing a visit which I made with 
Professor von Marx to England. 

The professor was exceed- 
ingly generous, and distributed 
his abundant means with an 
unstinted hand. One day, dis- 
coursing with me on the sub- 
ject of his lavish expenditure, 
he remarked, carelessly: 

“There is that mineral 
quality in my organism, Louis, 
which attracts to me and easily 
subjects to my control the 
elementary spirits who rule in 
the mineral kingdoms. Have I 
not informed you how in- 
variably I can tell the quality 
of mines, however distant? 
how often I have stumbled, as 
if by accident, upon buried 
treasures? and how constantly 
my investments and specula- 
tions have resulted in financial 
successes? Louis, I attract 
money, because I attract 
mineral elements and_ the 
spirits who rule in that realm 
of nature. 

“TI neither seek for nor 
covet wealth. I love precious 


stones for their beauty and 
magnetic virtues, but money, 
as a mere possession, I despise. 
Were I as mercenary in my 
disposition as I am powerful 
in the means of gaining wealth, 
I could be richer than Croesus, 
and command a longer purse 
than Fortunatus.” 

“Is it not strange, my 
master,” I replied, “ that the 
specialty of your physical 
nature — namely, the power of 
attracting riches, as you allege 
— should not find a corres- 
ponding desire in your soul?” 

“Not at all, my Louis; on 
the contrary, Nature is purely 
harmonious, and ever tends to 
equilibrium in all her strivings. 
Have you not remarked how 
often the possession of a 
special gift is accompanied by 
an indifference to its pos- 
session? 

“Good singers, great mu- 
sicians, and even _ poets, 
painters, and sculptors, rarely 
estimate their gifts as highly as 
the world that enjoys them. 
They are ever dissatisfied with 
themselves, and unless the 
world praises, applauds, and 
recompenses them, they find 
but little or no interior reward 
from the mere exercise of 
their faculty. And thus it is 
with all Nature’s gifts. Abun- 
dance of strength in the physi- 
cal departments of our being 
rarely accompanies unusual 
(continued page 41) 39 
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continued from page 18 
denounced; Reason must be 
silenced; Experience, upon its 
bended knees, must confess to 
lies; Truth must conform; Vir- 
tue, be vilified; Justice, denied; 
and the whole nature of Man 
must bow in resistless obedi- 
ence to the dicta of arbitrary 
authority — yea, all this must 
be done, in order to be acon- 
sistent receiver of theological 
monstrosities. 

The authority of mere 
Opinion must be imposed 
upon the plastic mind of 
youth; pressed, regardless of 
all healthy resistance, into its 
very substance! The youth 
grows to manhood with the 
shackles upon him. His mind is 
in bondage to authority; he 
cannot think. He worships, 
not the Truth, but the 
authority; he is therefore a 
bigot and a slave! According 
to the New York Observer, the 
book is the final authority. 
The Bible may be (as it is) a 
combination of good things 
and bad things — it may pre- 
sent truth on one side and 
error on the other — but, no 
matter! its authority must 
never be questioned. Poisonous 
and unnatural as the doctrine 
of authority is, it is not more 
pernicious than this: ‘‘that 
when it (the Bible) speaks 
upon any point the question is 
settled forever.” 
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Would the Observer have 
this opinion “early taught” to 
the young mind as religion? 

Yes; and yet every en- 
lightened person knows that 
the Bible is wrong in scores of 
things. Its geology is wrong, its 
chronology is wrong, its 
astronomy is wrong; it is 
wrong in many prophecies; 
and there are doctrines, pre- 
cepts, and practices, unfit for 
the child to learn or the man 
to follow. In one place we are 
informed that ‘God is no 
respecter of persons,” while, 
in another place (Exodus 
xxxli. 37), we read this most 
horrible contradiction: ‘‘Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Put on every man his sword by 
his side, and go in and out 
from gate to gate throughout 
the camp, and slay every man 
his brother, and every man his 
companion, and every man his 
neighbor.’ In one part of the 
Bible (Matthew vii. 12), we 
read this most perfect of all 
laws: ‘‘Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them” — but in 
another place (Deut. xiv. 21) 
we read this most unwhole- 
some of all commandments: 
“Ye shall not eat of anything 
that dieth of itself; thou shalt 
give it unto the stranger that is 
in thy gates, that he may eat 
it, or thou mayest sell it unto 
an alien.” 

(continued page 24) 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 39 

vigor of thought or profundity 
of intellect; muscle and brain 
seldom hold companionship; 
and so the magnetic attrac- 
tions which draw unto my 
physique the metallic treasures 
of the earth fail to find any 
response in the magnetic 
attractions of my _ spirit, 
whereas, were I so constituted 
as to lack the force which at- 
tracts the service of the spirits 
of the metals, my soul would 
feel and yearn for a supply of 
the deficiency in a constant 
aspiration for money and 
treasure.” 

And that is why (as I then 
believed) Professor von Marx 
was rich, but did not care for 
or value his wealth, whilst so 
many millions, who do not 
possess in their organisms that 
peculiar mineral quality which, 
as the Brotherhood taught, 
was necessary to _ attract 
wealth, pine for its possession, 
yet spend their lives vainly in 
its pursuit. 

It becomes necessary, for 
the benefit of any students of 
psychological mysteries who 
may peruse these pages, that I 
should here state, as briefly as 
possible, the specialties in my 
association with the “Berlin 
Brotherhood” which attracted 
them to me. 

They believed (and with 
good reason) that the spiritual 


essence in man called soul is 
susceptible of acting a part 
independent, to some extent, 
of the body; that when the 
body is entranced, or subsides 
into perfect rest beneath the 
action of the mesmeric sleep, 
the spirit, becoming liberated 
from its control, acquires high- 
ly exalted functions, amongst 
which are the powers of trav- 
ersing space, and beholding 
objects through the lucidity of 
spiritual light. Professor von 
Marx had detected, through 
certain signs familiar to good 
mesmerists, that I was a sub- 
ject for magnetic experiments. 

My power as a “clair- 
voyant”’ exceeded what he had 
anticipated; hence my services 
to the Brotherhood were high- 
ly appreciated. Ever since the 
practices of Mesmer had be- 
come familiar to them, they 
had delighted in _ pursuing 
them in support of their 
favorite theory, which was 
that the soul essence of man 
could appear, make signs, 
sounds, and disturbances, in 
places distant from the body; 
that at times, when these soul 
essences were dissipated sud- 
denly, as in the action of 
violent death, they inhered to 
earthly things and places, and 
for a time could maintain a 
sort of vague, shadowy exis- 
tence, which at length melted 
away, and became dissipated 
(continued page 42) 41 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 41 
in space, to be taken up from 
the grand reservoir of spiri- 
tual essences in other souls. 
Now, the brothers insisted 
that these soul essences, which 
they called the ‘“‘double goer,” 
and more frequently the “at- 
mospheric spirit,” by its oc- 
casional appearances, both be- 
fore and after the death of in- 
dividuals, covered the whole 
ground of spectres, ghosts, ap- 
paritions, hauntings, and 
supernaturalism in general. 
The fact that the ‘“atmos- 
pheric spirit” often lingered 
around the earth after the 
death of the body, and could 
be seen, heard, and felt, did 
not militate against their 
theory that immortality was a 
fiction and that the soul died 
with the body. “It was merely 
the atmospheric spirit; a 
shadowy remnant of the soul,” 
they said, “which had ever 
been seen or manifested in the 
realm of ghost land; and this 
was not a permanent, intelli- 
gent existence, but merely a 
temporary relic of the broken 
organism, like the perfume 
which lingers about the spot 
where the flower has been.” 
By repeated and patient 
experiments with their mag- 
netic subjects, they found that 
they could send the “double’”’ 
or “atmospheric spirit”’ abroad 
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in the somnambulic sleep, and 
that it could be seen, heard, 
and felt precisely like the 
spectres that were claimed to 
have been manifested in tales 
of the supernatural. 

On one occasion, the 
society having thrown me into 
a profound sleep by the aid of 
vital magnetism, and the 
vapors of nitrous oxide gas, 
they directed my ‘“atmos- 
pheric spirit’? to proceed, in 
company with two other lucid 
subjects, to a certain castle in 
Bohemia, where friends of 
theirs resided, and then and 
there to make disturbances by 
throwing stones, moving pon- 
derable bodies, shrieking, 
groaning, and tramping 
heavily, etc. etc. I here state 
emphatically, and upon the 
honor of one devoted only to 
the interests of truth, that 
these disturbances were made, 
and made by the spirits of my- 
self and two other yet living 
beings, a girl and a boy who 
were subjects of the society; 
and though we, in our own in- 
dividualities, remembered no- 
thing whatever of our per- 
formance, we were shortly 
afterwards shown a long and 
startling newspaper account of 
the hauntings in the castle of 
Baron von L , of which 
we were the authors. 

(continued next issue) 


+ humor is the salvation of the soul +> 


A man walked into the dentist’s office with a towel wrapped 
around his jaw and knotted on top of his head; it covered most of 
his face. 

““My word,” laughed the elderly dentist, ‘I haven’t seen any- 
one with a toothache wearing a getup like that in 40 years!” 

“What toothache?” retorted the man. ‘‘This is a stickup!”’ 


Baptist New Mexican 


The Living Light Philosophy: Presumption is the law of descent. 


oe 


SERENITY EVENTS 


DINNER PARTY: APRIL 19, 1980 at 6:30 p.m. 


Greece will be the theme of Serenity’s April dinner party. All 
are cordially invited to attend on Saturday, April 19 at the 
American Legion Log Cabin in San Anselmo. The social hour will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. 


BAKE SALE: APRIL 5, 1980 — All day 
The April bake sale, with an Easter theme, will be held at the 


Tiburon Boardwalk. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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